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If you want to keep this prosperity going,
vote for the Democrats. That’s the message
that you’ve got to get out there all over Amer-
ica.

But if you look at all the other areas where
we’re different—we’re for a real Patients’ Bill
of Rights, and they’re not. We’re for a Medi-
care prescription drug program that every
senior who needs it can buy into on a vol-
untary basis, and they only want to help half
the people who need the medicine. Their
plan won’t work. It has already been tried
in one State, and they keep on doing it. It’s
wrong. We are the party that wants to help
provide the medicine that our seniors need
and deserve, and every American needs to
understand that. Every American needs to
understand that we are the party for smaller
class sizes and modern schools and after-
school and summer school and preschool
programs for the kids who need it and a tax
deduction to pay for the cost of college tui-
tion so that everybody’s child can have 4
years of college. That’s the Democratic Party,
and people need to know that, and I want
you to help them know that.

And for all of you there, the most impor-
tant thing I want you to do is make sure Julia
Carson wins an overwhelming reelection.
She’s a wonderful woman and a great Rep-
resentative in Congress.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:25 p.m. from the
Residence at the White House to the rally at the
Indianapolis Colts Complex in Indianapolis, IN.
In his remarks, he referred to Joseph J. Andrew,
national chair, Democratic National Committee;
Gov. Frank O’Bannon, Lt. Gov. Joseph E. Kernan,
and State Attorney General Karen Freeman-Wil-
son of Indiana; and Senator Bayh’s wife, Susan.
Representative Carson is a candidate for reelec-
tion in Indiana’s 10th Congressional District.

Statement on Returning Without
Approval the ‘‘Energy and Water
Development Appropriations Act,
2001’’
October 7, 2000

Today I vetoed a deeply flawed energy/
water appropriations bill that threatens major
environmental harm by blocking our efforts

to modernize operations on the Missouri
River. This antienvironmental rider would
not only jeopardize the survival of three
threatened and endangered species but
would also establish a dangerous precedent
aimed at barring a Federal agency from
obeying one of our Nation’s landmark envi-
ronmental statutes.

Additionally, this bill funded scores of spe-
cial projects for special interests. It failed to
provide sufficient funding for priorities in the
national interest—including environmental
restoration of the Florida Everglades and the
California-Bay Delta, and our strategy to re-
store endangered salmon in the Pacific
Northwest. It also failed to fund efforts to
research and develop nonpolluting sources of
energy through solar and renewable tech-
nologies that are vital to America’s energy
security.

I urge Congress to quickly produce an en-
ergy/water bill I can sign.

Message to the House of
Representatives Returning Without
Approval the ‘‘Energy and Water
Development Appropriations Act,
2001’’
October 7, 2000

To the House of Representatives:
I am returning herewith without my ap-

proval, H.R. 4733, the ‘‘Energy and Water
Development Appropriations Act, 2001.’’
The bill contains an unacceptable rider re-
garding the Army Corps of Engineers’ master
operating manual for the Missouri River. In
addition, it fails to provide funding for the
California-Bay Delta initiative and includes
nearly $700 million for over 300 unrequested
projects.

Section 103 would prevent the Army
Corps of Engineers from revising the oper-
ating manual for the Missouri River that is
40 years old and needs to be updated based
on the most recent scientific information. In
its current form, the manual simply does not
provide an appropriate balance among the
competing interests, both commercial and
recreational, of the many people who seek
to use this great American river. The bill
would also undermine implementation of the
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Endangered Species Act by preventing the
Corps of Engineers from funding reasonable
and much-needed changes to the operating
manual for the Missouri River. The Corps
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are
entering a critical phase in their Section 7
consultation on the effects of reservoir
project operations. This provision could pre-
vent the Corps from carrying out a necessary
element of any reasonable and prudent alter-
native to avoid jeopardizing the continued ex-
istence of the endangered least tern and pal-
lid sturgeon, and the threatened piping plov-
er.

In addition to the objectionable restriction
placed upon the Corps of Engineers, the bill
fails to provide funding for the California-
Bay Delta initiative. This decision could sig-
nificantly hamper ongoing Federal and State
efforts to restore this ecosystem, protect the
drinking water of 22 million Californians, and
enhance water supply and reliability for over
7 million acres of highly productive farmland
and growing urban areas across California.
The $60 million budget request, all of which
would be used to support activities that can
be carried out using existing authorities, is
the minimum necessary to ensure adequate
Federal participation in these initiatives,
which are essential to reducing existing con-
flicts among water users in California. This
funding should be provided without legisla-
tive restrictions undermining key environ-
mental statutes or disrupting the balanced
approach to meeting the needs of water users
and the environment that has been carefully
developed through almost 6 years of work
with the State of California and interested
stakeholders.

The bill also fails to provide sufficient
funding necessary to restore endangered
salmon in the Pacific Northwest, which
would interfere with the Corps of Engineers’
ability to comply with the Endangered Spe-
cies Act, and provides no funds to start the
new construction project requested for the
Florida Everglades. The bill also fails to fund
the Challenge 21 program for environ-
mentally friendly flood damage reduction
projects, the program to modernize Corps
recreation facilities, and construction of an
emergency outlet at Devil’s Lake. In addi-
tion, it does not fully support efforts to re-

search and develop nonpolluting, domestic
sources of energy through solar and renew-
able technologies that are vital to America’s
energy security.

Finally, the bill provides nearly $700 mil-
lion for over 300 unrequested projects, in-
cluding: nearly 80 unrequested projects total-
ing more than $330 million for the Depart-
ment of Energy; nearly 240 unrequested
projects totaling over $300 million for the
Corps of Engineers; and, more than 10
unrequested projects totaling in excess of $10
million for the Bureau of Reclamation. For
example, more than 80 unrequested Corps
of Engineers construction projects included
in the bill would have a long-term cost of
nearly $2.7 billion. These unrequested
projects and earmarks come at the expense
of other initiatives important to taxpaying
Americans.

The American people deserve Govern-
ment spending based upon a balanced ap-
proach that maintains fiscal discipline, elimi-
nates the national debt, extends the solvency
of Social Security and Medicare, provides for
an appropriately sized tax cut, establishes a
new voluntary Medicare prescription drug
benefit in the context of broader reforms, ex-
pands health care coverage to more families,
and funds critical investments for our future.
I urge the Congress to work expeditiously
to develop a bill that addresses the needs of
the Nation.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 7, 2000.

Telephone Remarks to a Reception
for Representative Julia Carson
October 7, 2000

Well, first of all, I want to thank Jeff for
hosting this event tonight and for the many
years of friendship I’ve enjoyed with him.
I’ve been told that Evan and Susan Bayh are
there and Frank and Judy O’Bannon and
your other State officials. I heard you talking
about Mayor Peterson. And Joe Andrew—
I want to say again what I said this after-
noon—he’s really done Indiana proud here
at the DNC. I’m really proud of him.


